
Lisa Smirk  

16 Hampden Road Shaw OL2 8QB 

Dear Sir/ Madam 

I am writing to lodge my representation in respect of the club premises application (110574) Shaw 

Cricket club. I live in close proximity to Shaw Cricket club and will be adversely impacted if this 

licence is granted. My reasons for objecting follow the Licensing Act 2003 guidelines. 

Prevention of crime and disorder 

• The club is located in a quiet and predominantly elderly residential area 

I am extremely concerned that an increased number of people attending the club will create an 

increased risk of antisocial behavior, crime and disorder which would impact residents adversely. The 

club is completely open on all sides to residents gardens and public footpaths which are used by 

children, families and dog walkers. If this licence is approved it will mean residents and walkers will 

openly witness patrons outside drinking alcohol and potentially being intoxicated, they will hear foul 

language, loud music and potentially witness antisocial behavior.  Allowing this application would 

adversely impact residents and those using and enjoying the public footpaths. The club also has no 

security and is often open with skeleton staff. This poses a risk to residents and patrons due to anti-

social behavior etc. This was evident when the bar manager was alone at an event and could not 

control a child safeguarding issue with intoxicated parents (screenshot evidence sent and also 

safeguarding consent reported to Licensing) It is my view that an Increase in the numbers who can 

attend the club and consume alcohol until late and outdoors will undoubtedly result in antisocial 

behavior and safeguarding concerns and without proper security this will impact on residents, 

especially those who have gardens open to the ground.  

The safety of residents is a real concern. 

Residents have been confronted by intoxicated people wandering onto their properties or openly 

urinating in public.  Heated confrontations with club patrons have also occurred due to the club 

patrons blocking residents driveways and blocking pavements. Approval of this license will only 

increase these issues and put residents and the public at risk.  

Public Safety 

Parking is a major issue at present which is due to the cricket club not having adequate parking 

facilities.  Patrons to the club are parking on both sides of residential roads, blocking the pavements 

(especially Hampden Road, Mark Lane, Millbrook and Clough Road) This has impacted pedestrian 

access to the footpaths and forces people into the road. This is a safety concern for all residents 

including children, the elderly and those using walking aids or pushing prams (photos sent)I have 

raised this concern to the club only to be met with abuse and disgraceful allegations by their club 

secretary (email complaint sent to licensing to add to my representation and also reported to 

licensing)I have also raised my concerns to the police (who attended), highways and a local 

Councillor.  Blocking a pavement is a criminal offense but on numerous occasions and even after 

many complaints, the club continues to recommend those attending events to park on nearby roads 

if their carpark is full. As an area with a high population of elderly, retired and disabled residents this 

is a serious risk to resident and public safety. 

 



Emergency Service Access  

The current parking issue will be exacerbated if this licence is granted and will impact on emergency 

service access. The roads around Clough are narrow and currently club patrons park on both sides of 

the road. This does not give adequate space for emergency services to access homes etc. On 

Holebottom Clough lane, club patrons park without leaving adequate space for the emergency 

services to access the farms, houses and the cricket club  This raises a serious risk to residents and 

the public, especially given the elderly age of many resident's and for those attending events at the 

club. 

Community Care Access and Patient Safety  

A number of residents require daily community care from Nurses and Carers. With the issues of 

Patrons of the Cricket club already parking around the roads on Clough this has caused some 

problems in accessing the residents homes. At a recent charity rounders event, (a breach of the club 

licence) a residents carer was unable to park and therefore could not provide support to their 

patient.  I am registered disabled and have been unable to leave my home on a number of occasions 

due to the inconsiderate parking of those attending events.  Feedback was given to the club but fell 

on deaf ears. It is only when the club applied for this licence that they advised on social media that 

any patron of events need to be respectful to residents and park with care. This will make no 

difference due to the club not having adequate parking facilities and if this licence is granted these 

issues will only increase.  They do not communicate with residents to update us on upcoming events 

that may impact us or have regular meetings to listen and address residents concerns. They did not 

inform all residents by letter of this application knowing many elderly residents are unable to walk to 

view the notice and seem to have a total disregard of residents concerns. The Cricket club is in an 

isolated area with only a poorly lit lane as access. Without adequate light to provide sufficient 

surveillance or security, those attending events and leaving late at night will have an increased risk of 

injury and antisocial behavior.  

Prevention of Public Nuisance  

The club has already breached their present licence on numerous occasions which has impacted on 

residents right to the peaceful enjoyment of their homes and garden. This is an area of great concern 

to myself and other residents as approval of this application will greatly impact residents quality of 

life in their own homes. By the club breaching their licence and holding large outdoor public events, 

residents have had to endure music from outdoor music speakers, loud outside entertainment, 

Intoxicated patrons and listen to loud foul language on many weekends. This has meant that 

residents have been unable to enjoy their gardens, have had to close windows on summer days and 

some residents have had to leave their home due to these events to avoid the incessant noise. This 

new application will allow outside music and entertainment from 8am through to 11pm Sunday to 

Thursday and 8am to 12.30am Friday and Saturday, this will impact greatly on the residents ability to 

sleep and also their enjoyment of their own homes and gardens. With the club being in such close 

proximity (75/100 yards) to homes and due to the topography of the site, this licence application will 

overwhelmingly impact all residents especially the elderly and children. On the previous application 

in 2021 the committee agreed that the outside noise would detrimentally impact residents and 

added a stipulation that music and entertainment could only be played within the club house and 

that shutters and the balcony would be closed from 10pm.  

Anti-social Behavior  



On numerous occasions residents have witnessed intoxicated patrons urinating against the sheds on 

the ground, this is not only a public order offense but could easily be seen by children and residents. 

As previously stated, residents have encountered abusive patrons on their properties and have had 

abusive interactions with patrons who have parked blocking their access and pavements. When 

anything is reported to committee members it is ignored and often unacceptable comments are 

made toward the resident. I was personally accused of a disgusting and untrue allegation for raising 

the parking issues. Although the club has now issued an apology it has impacted on my personal 

health due to the seriousness of the allegation. I have also been called abusive names by club 

members and committee when raising concerns. Residents can also hear shouting and foul language 

throughout the day and night and car doors slamming at 12.30am which has disrupted a number of 

our children and elderly residents who then have then been unable to get back to sleep.  

The protection of children from harm 

As raised in this submission, there was a safeguarding issue due to children who were approximately 

aged 7-11 being out on the lane without supervision at nearly midnight whilst their parents were 

drinking and intoxicated in the club. I raised this with the then bar manger and he had received 

numerous complaints from residents but was on his own and when he tried to speak to the parents 

no one was listening. He reached out to a committee member who didn’t assist and I then reported 

this to the secretary and Licencing. I have sent photographic evidence to licensing to add to my 

objection. I am very concerned that this issue was not taken more seriously and given the outdoor 

hours requested in this licence application I am concerned for the safety of children on the ground in 

the dark unsupervised.  I will conclude my representation by expressing my concern that this 

application will have a significant negative impact on myself and residents. The club has already on 

numerous occasions breached their licence and have shown total disregard for the Licencing law. 

This shows poor management and a total disregard to Licencing and residents. They have already 

demonstrated they cannot cope or do not have the security measures required to manage 

intoxicated patrons who are unwilling to address their behavior. Therefore to open the club to non 

members and to allow the requested hours for outdoor entertainment, live and recorded music and 

events will make not only living close to the club intolerable but increase the risks of antisocial 

behavior, child safeguarding and harm to the public and residents.  It will also have a significant 

negative impact on the residents right to enjoy a peaceful home life. As a small country cricket club 

they do not have the facilities to hold large outdoor events without impacting negatively on local 

residents and community. I therefore urge you to refuse approval of this application on all the above 

grounds taking into consideration the numerous breaches the club has already made.  

Please note: 

Copies of emails, messages, photographs and evidence of breaches have been sent to Hannah- 

Licencing by WhatsApp and will be added to my representation. 

This is due to photographs being blocked by the cyber security at Oldham Council.  

Thank you and Kindest Regards  

Lisa Smirk  

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


